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| -  f-r  hc CitroEn DS, cult , ,bject. is 50 years olr ' i '

I  Hn" t  rn i t  be? Hcre is n car that sdl l  seems
I t(i reDresent arr idenlised tomorrbw that ltas

yet to arri\r;. r\ car so irnnune to fashion it refuses

to cet old. \  crr t l tat \ecnls t{ )  crprure everythi l lg
th. i t  i .  cct entr ic artt l  rat ior l l l  ahout drc lrrelrch' A

car that c'rlre to be part of the fabric of French

r-rationai life and ar-r ambassador tbr her reputation

as a world technoiogical powcrhouse-in an era

lr,hen technologv waiseen it a cure firr dre u'orld's
problenrs rathdi than one ofthe tnain causes'' 

\Arritinc- r 5Oth anniverstrry tribute to such a

rnachine is.'almost intirnidating' FIow to cio justice

to such an all-tirne great withbut gctting bogged

down in tired clichi?
The DS u'as eulogised by philosophers ald

pres ider t ts .  R ,  r l r r r r l  Br r thes  c " tnpr rcd  i t  1o  'a .n

o h i c c t  l i o t n  a n r ) t l l c r  p l r r n c t ' w l r i l c  d e  ( i r t r l l c

rn  ou l t l  r ro t  l re  d r ivc r t  i r r  ln r  th ing  e lse '
So the  re  i s  a  ro t t tance iho t l l  th ls  b lg  L l t roen

that soes way beyond the bald facts of its front-

*'h"Ji dtiu", .lever hydropr.reumatic suspension
and nou,er assists that so dazzled visitors to the

Parii Salon in 1955. Cloddess is the literai trans-

lation of Dy'c.ne - a fitting natne for a car drat has

conre  l ( )  bc  * t l r rou t t . l c , l6 r  so  r r ruchr r r l ' t i o logy '
I  t  u rs r sl  icc ol cg,r l  i t rr i ,rn l tr-r 'ury lor l l rcstdclt ts

and Paris c:rbbies - ancl almost everyone ln

betu,een. While the DS could never be mundane

r r r rd  u ,  r rk - r - thy .  i t  i s  wor* r  re t  r l l i ng  t l r r t  th is  b ig

Ci t rodr r  bc , , t r t i . : l s  t tb i t lu i tou '  i t t  F r rnce  -  f ron t

1955 to  197-5  ahnost  1 '5  mi l l ionweremade-  as

a Cortiua in dre UK.
A rluch-anticipltecl replacetnent for the 

-llac-

norr. u orl< otr r-he DS hcgrrr.  rrnrazinglv. irr  thc 
'J0s

hut r he f i  rst prutotn )cs u cre l lot Pr( )d u( ed t lnt l l

the lr te'-10t. Brsic prin, iplet r ' rcreIu'rroucrI l iotn
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Prlces of
D6cap have l.t€,ly
wlld: €40k for
started as a ChaPIon
became a factorY rnodel.. 1
Dash envy rlfe among 

'j

DS owners, such rs thls ': ' '

Jaeger rPort' EVen snow i i

melts in style off a DS

i;; ', '.r.".; ';;h;r"; d-,1', 'Iillr.Ji "'1".'.1'.i', rll ft1ttpffi.#.d,1i
inspired, but the DS
had the tecl.rnology to
back it up. Its ring-
main of clicking and
wheezing hydropneu-
rnrtics 

"worked the
seit ' - ier ei l ins qrs-r tr t j - ' t - t - !$,rei  .
oil suspcnsion, brakes ftl{hfrFr- '

the earlier car, such as front drive, rack-and.-
pinion steering and trnitary construction - widr

the gearbox mounte.l  lhead of $e engine on rwo

hrg"e. forward-facing longerons. Tiacdons u ith

hv i ronneurnat ics  were  iunn ing  in  l9 '18  and

iitroun even offered the producdon t 5H - with

self- ler cl l inc reat suspeniiolr -  to test the wrter

and divert iritense Frer.rch editorial interest away

lion'r cleveloprnent of the unborn DS.

. It's hard to grasp how advanced
thlS car appeareO
oir lr  .  . l . .  r ie , i t" t  r ' . .J 

- 
.  .*-,"t  ,-

the'errr lof  WW2. \  j  
" i . r , -* i ,  *" . ' ,1

l f l l l u l
@

(inboard discs at the
front), powcr steerir-rg By the end of first day at

rnd evctt gerrchang- '55 Paris Salon, Citro6n

ins. The r '5lumn .hif t  had taken 12,ooo orders

controlled a conven-
t ional rrrrnul l  gearbox via hydrrul ics'  opelat ing
the  c l r r tch  JS soot l  as  thc  le rer  was  touenc( l '
Mor.rng thc levcr to 'D' even operated thc staner'

l 'he- strspetrsiorr of thc Goddt ss. Pressu re

spheres thri  provided springirrg a.nd darnpirrg.for
thc  nv in  lea . l ing  f ron t  r rn ts  and s tng le  t l "J l l l l l g

rears .  s rve  the  
"C i t rodr r  

a  supp le  r ide '  Noth i r rg
.rnr" ."1., ." For ve,trs: ir  Inor ld dif ferently from

other c2rrs, seeming to glide just above the road in



ffimffi ffiffiffi.ffiffi_hffi ffiruffi -ww.#ffi ffiffi
The general was such a Citrodn devotee that he expected to see a DS
in his motorcade; on one visit to Pau, when de Gaulle surveyed the
DS-free presidential fleet, he ominously asked: "who's in charge of the cars?" The DS had to be driven
down overnight from Paris. For de Gaulle, a big Citrodn was indispensable after a close shave in August
1962 His black DS was speeding down the Avenue de la Lib6ration at Tomph when 12 OAS men opened
fire. Most ofthe bullets hit the car from behind, bursting its tyres and causing a front-wheel skid. Some
shattered the rear window as chauffeur Maroux wrestled with the wheel. De Gaulle and his wife emerged
unscathed and, thanks to its hydropneumatic suspension, the DS limped safely to Villacoublay where a
helicopter was waiting to take the de Gaulles to their country retreat. This scenario was famously recreated
in the 1 973 thriller Ihe Day of The Jackal the Fred Zinnemann film of Frederick Forsvth,s ooor.
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CIROEN DS
Produced /bu i l t  1  95  5 -1  975 /1 ,455 ,7  46

Engine i ron-block,  a l loy hemi head incl lned

pushrod 1 911-2347cc 
' four ' ,  wi th Weber twin-

choke carburettor or Bosch electronic injection,

75bhp  o  45OOrPm-1  3ObhP  o  525OrPm,

1O1 lb  f t  e  3OOOrpm-1441b  f t  o  2500 rpm

Transmission four-speed hydraul ic  semi-

adtomattc,  four or  f ive speed manual  or

opt ional  three-speed Borg-Warner fu l ly  auto

Suspension independent,  at  f ront  by twin

leading arms rear t ra i l ing arms, hydtopneumaLic

uni ts and ant i - ro l l  bar f ront  and rear

Steer ing power-assisted rack and pin ion

Brakes power-assisted inboard discs f ront ,

outboard drums Tear

Ty res  M iche l i n  X /XA7 lXAS ;  165x400  f r on t ,

1  55x4OO rea r -1  B5x38O a l l  r ound  (EF i )

Length 4797 -486Omm Width 18O2mm

Height  1 472mm Wheelbase 3122mm

Track:  f ront  1 497mm rear I  294mm

we igh t  1  232  1361kg  O-6Omph  23 .3 -

1 0.4 secs ToP sPeed 87-1 1 9mPh

Price new
f1726 (',58)

Now f65OO
(ave)- f1 5,000
(mint  rhd Pal las) ;
c f 55k  (D6caP)

Three wheels on
your wagon: a
famous DS Party
trick, here at
Brands Hatch

an ethereal wav. Onlv humpback bridges had to

be approached vr i th caution i f the driver was to

avoid crashinq the DS on to its bump stops'
It was adiusiable through three height positions

o l9 ,  l6  and 28cm.  In  the  h ighes t  se t t ing  i t  was

oorribl. to drive the D on *riee wheels or' more

usefully. jack it using a centralprop. Yet changing

a rear wheel sdll meant remotlng the wng. whicn

was held on bv a single bolt.
Citro€n constandyupdated the D, sometimes

taking away idiosyncratic features in a bid to keep

th. d".tigi cont;mporary and give it bro.ader

anoeal. Fascia swling became more convenuonal

oult the years. Puriits lor e the sPace-age auster-

iw of the earlv desiqns - very cool, wlth the wnlte

st 'eering *heel and'the f irsi  car to have a plast ic

dashbo-ard - while the circular instruments and

unrelentins biack that feature on the post-1969

models lobk almost boringly mainstream'

Neir,her. in trlth, was ergonomically impressive'

The DS family could- lr"rxuriate in leather or

perspire on plastic Thrga trim, but dre velour of

Anotlrer important change was the suspension

fluid: pre- I 965 models have fie troublesome red

flr.id fiat absorbs moisture, corrodingvalves and

cvl inders and ruining hvdraul ic seals. There was

,ir interim wpe lioril qo4 to 
'66, LH S-2 . before

the familiar'ereen LIINI mineral fluid took over'

The unitary punt of welded and pressed sheet

steel learures easily removable unstressed panets
(the car can be stripped to its rub in wo hours), a

glassfi bre roof (unpainted and translucent under

itreet l iehtins on protoqpes) an aluminium

bomet #d mSsdv stainlesi-steel brighrwork'
Now, as then, its that shape that grabs you first'

So bold, so confident. Flaminio BErtonis shark-

l ikc prof i le seems to be spearing forwards even
when at rest. Bertoni seft led on Lhe l laslc ouulne

earlv in the car's development, refining aero-

dmlmic teardrop shapes'but losing the bulbous

btetleback iust rnonths before the car's debut in

lavour ofthe wrapped and sl ightly recessed rear

screen. The trademark root-mounted'trumpet
indicators were also a late addition.

In an era of gloom% claustrophobic cabins. the

fiameless dooiglasses added tothe light, airy.feel

and even t ightened themselves against 49 9got
rubbers for a weatherproot seal by r l lcKlng

inwards over their last half inch of movement'
It was a shape tlrat promise.d speed.,lLr-rtry and

refinement - a stable and hlgh-geared saloon ror

the tree-lined J'outcs notizttat? ol the tmagtnauon'

The labulous scientific suspension allowed the DS

driver to maintain his speed on the pot-holed

surfaces commonplace tn pt e- autorouife.France,
confident behind the futuriitic single-spoke steer-

ins wheel that was collapsible on impact and

imhune to kick-back.
From the start, the DS was about covering the

ih" Fnil", tJe-.d mosi appropriate to the car's
image as a modem, high-speed European erpress'image as a modem, high-sPeed

Ihe  maln  cnangThe main .l-tattget worth remem-
berins are the intioduction of a newring are the int ioducti_o-n of a new

short--stroke engine in 1965 (an evolu-
tion of the Tiac-tion-derived unit) and'
visuallv, slighdy lengrhened rear wings
in lq5b ani fout.o*l"d-in headlights
in '67. on posher versions the inners
tuming wiih steering via linkages fiom
the steering mechanism. They turned
more acut6lY than the wheels, allow-
ins the car to'see' around corners.
Ttese f irst appeared on the f lagshiP
Pallas and spread to the lower orders'

li
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Dealers worship the Goddess
SIMON LYNES: DS WORLD
"The problem l'm finding," says DS World boss Simon
Lynes, "is sourcing good English-specification cars.
The ones I've sold people over the years tend to get
hung on to or they have just vanished."

ln the past couple of years, Lynes has noticed
values for right-hand-drive cars rising: "They can be
worth 50 per cent more than a comparable left-
hand drive, although I l ike lhd; i ts easier in London
with judging the narrow gaps and width restrictors.

"They don't rust any more than any other classic
car," he adds, yet he pushes people
into a wax injection if they
have bought a lovely rust-
free car from the south of
France because the rusting
is such a quick process once
it takes hold underneath.

At one time Lynes sold
almost exclusively to London
media types but now its
across the board: "We sell to
people with young famil ies
who want something quirky.
They like them because they
are safe and sol id, you can put
seatbelts in the back on
factory mounts. I also deal
with lots of legal people.

"You can still buy tatty Ds
with patchwork welding, but
for a sorted Pallas you are
looking at fBO0O upwards.
What's nice is that you can
sometimes find a car that's
tat ty  on the body but  has a real ly  good chassis."

So are they reliable? "l hear less and less of the
reliability problems. lf you burst a pipe you are going
to be incapacitated but it's rare. Most will have had a
lot of the pipes changed. The only cars you have
problems wi th are red-f lu id cars but  one thats had a
proper restoration can be reliable."

As the longest-running UK specia l is t ,  Lynes says
he has surv ived because the DS tends to be immune
to market dips: "We do a lot more servicing and
restoratron work now. Parts sales have increased
dramatically; there's now 70 per cent availability so
there is no excuse for not keeping one on the road."
Call 020 7498 7111; see www.dsworldltd.com

OLIVIER HOUILLER: FRENCH CLASSICS
Ol iv ier  Houi l ler  of  Kent-based French Classics
bought h is f i rs t  DS, a red-f lu id car,  in 1993: " t t  was
a disaster  because I  d idn' t  know about them -  but  I
learned the hard way. Then I went to a fuel-injection
car that  had been messed around wi th -  one
extreme to the other!"  Eventual ly  i t  became a
business for the French former ski instructor.

Any best  buys? "People l ike the higher-spec pal las

caTs because they are quieter and more comfortable,
but if somebody is running one in London every day

I  advise them to buy a 21 Super 5
or a D Super because they are
more basic. They have the best
power-to-weight rat io and the
simple carburettor; with the fuel
injection you have to get a
special ist to f ix them; '68l '69

cars are the best years because
you get the new l ights but the
old dash. When they went to lift
handles rather than push-butron,
steel quality went down and the
cars rusted a lot quicker."

So who buys them? "Quite a
few are wives buying

nrestrntc fnr fhoir

husbands and I  even sold
one to Br ian Johnson of
AClDC who wanted one

with a i rcon to use in Miami."
Hardcore DS buyers still want

a semi-auto:  " ln France they cal l  i t ' the real  DS'
and, when they are set up properly, they are lovely."

Houi l ler  has spread his net  wider when t racking
cars down: "l went to South Africa and bought three
rhd DS wi th beige t r im and black carpets which you
never get in Europe." Yet the south of France is still
favourite: "You don't see them on the road but they
are kept in barns; you see more driving around in
London. ln France in the'80s it was quite naff. Even
now there is a perception that its a bit of an ol'd
farts ca1 but you can't buy them cheaply any more.

"The secret to reliability with all of them is use,
especia l ly  the red-f lu id cars and the fuel- in ject ion
models which don' t  l ike s i t t ing around. The main
parts problem is finding new old-stock body panels
but there are plenty of secondhand parts around."
Call 01474 7031 25; see www.frenchclassics.co.uk

Pastel
colours such
as this pink car in
PR shot gave way to
sober metallics.
Black is still the
favourite though
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uToLUrd quicld\ rrther lhan ulr irr tate perlortt tattcc
i  i t  i t t  ear l ie l t  zu ise  i t  c , r t r ldn ' t  even Ina t rxgc

90moh. While i t  miehr be true to say that thc t lr

never got lhe engine-it descr','cd OValter Becchia s

Drotowtle f lat-six wrs deemcd too slow and

costlvl .  ihe rugged character ofthe biq fours that

oo*6red the 5-no* l torrn prrt  of i ts appeal ''  
Thev rarrse from 1485 to 2347cc irr p"st- '67

five-beari ngT, rrnt. b-ut sot nc pu rists like dre easl -

go ing  swcetness  o f  the  or lg ln r l  th rce-ner r lng
T911" .c  un i t .  Thev  a l l  f canr red  r l loy  c i  l i nder

herds. pushrod-oper' l ted trverhead i  alves' r ' r  ct

l i rers in ir , ,n cvl injer blocks arrd. lr ter. f ' rel  iniec-

tin". Nl are h.,eelv durable ancl relatively thriftv

For ln t,il-poor ior-inry r'r here llcl r'r as cxpcttsivc'

The DS u as ttever gt-r ing to be a (ar tnat srr l teo

al l  dr ivers. I ts sharp brakes (operated lry pressure

not ln( )\  cmcltt  r  ia a 'nl  ushroom' Pedrl) and stecr-

ing requircd accl inrat isat ion - as dtcl l ts clutchless

e""r..liat ge - but it reu'arded drose r'r'ho took the
"r-rouble tJlearn to drir  e i t  srnoodllv. r ' r  i th a f luu -

inq  ba l , rnce  and . rg i l i r y  th r t  r r rade i t  t lecept ivc ly

ou]ck thr, ,trsh a ('urve. \Mt.h dre h'ont t nd prorrd-

ing tnost olt*rhe raction arrd lrraking. Citroerr was

hippv to f i t  l0rnnr sl imnter I  5> 11 rcs ol l  thc rear

,rf  ei i l iet cars - al i  track w.ts nlrrower - bt l t  rhcl

n'rodels had the same size rubber all round'

The nuts and bolts of a production history that

spanned wo decades is. alhost as complex.as the

.l.rr, fron'r Doverw models to coachbuilt limou-

sines, it is i-tard to think of ar.rother single design

that ipawned such a huge number of variants'

In lirnple tern.rs, D-ieries saloons began with

the  fu l l r  l i vd rau [cDSlqc ' f  1055 r ia  DS20.  2  I  and

2l. rhe' lat icr rw,, offered with in ject ion rrrd up tcr

l 3 0 h h p  f o r a  t o p s p e e d  n u d g i n g l 2 0 r r r p h . ' - ,  . . .
T I rc rc  w, rs  a  para l le l  range o f  despcc l l led  lL l

models, with less hydr:rulics and rnore basic trirn,

that oniv ever came as carburetted 2-litre cars'

These la'ter became lcrown as D Sp6cial, D Super

and finally the five-speed manual D Super 5 '

There'were three transnrission o1-ltions, the

.c r r r i -au to  fo t t r -s1 ,ce , l .  thc  s t ra ig l r t  four -speed
rrr lnual colutttn shif t  alrd thc f ivt-speed' Late ott

thcre wrs a nonnr I t h ree-speed Borg \A rr-rncr a uto

which, in DS tcrttrs. scctneJ ,r l inle eardrhouttd'

ln tcnaovcn w i th  a l l  th is .  there \  your  S lough-

built cars Lrp 16 | 96/r (detrilctl irr drc L.nglish snle).

various es;tes, tire decadent Pal1as and Prestige

ar-r.l tl-re c",rtic coachlluilt convertibles, coup6s and

saloons bv Henri Chapron (C/".SC, Sept '96)'

The 'fioseve' estatc featured here is or-re of a

hanclful of 5l6ush-bui1t Safaris on the road, and

is beirrg sold briDS World. Boss Sin'ron Lynes

srVs:  "T l tc  cur re l l l  owncr  uscs  l t  e \  e ry  d r ) . lno

t rLes  i t  on  gr { )usc  shoot ing  t r ips .  I t  uas , fu l l t tp

uith shoteun cartr idgcs \ hcn he droppeo lron'

O l i r  ie r "  Hot r i l l c r ' , * l r i s  ( 'our r te rpar t  a t  F rc r tch

Cl rss ics ,  t i r t t t r r l  ' ' u r 'n r in t  Presdge.  one o f  500 or

so f irr islrcd hi Clrrpron. S.rt  i rr  t l re rcrr on p. lush

br,,* rr l .rdr.r.  u i th t lrc t l iv i trorr uP: Y9u 9i 
l1t '

Cof r l  Wrr fantrt ics or i tnagtne yotl  re ln I  hc unJ

of t l t tT , r r l ' , r l  '  ye t  the  t ru th  i s  the l  uere  n tos t l t

. ised 5r l .cal corrtt t i l lort .  S. who rrr ighr buy one

todai i" 'Pcople u idr noisy chi ldren"'  he t luips'  ̂
- l ' h is  

r r r tge  is  p r r t  o l  thc  t . l s (  l l l a t lo l l  o l  tnc  u

series artd r ihv l i rnost-anyhotlv carr buv,irrto the

mxq lg  , , f  thc  .  r r  , ,n  a ln t . rs t  lny  l c r  c l  -  l re  i t  the

scr-ullv chic of l nl o-qrartd 11n11gr ot the ghmour

of a gio,Ooo D6capoiable.

Thanks to the Citrodn Car Club (O7O0O 248258 '

www.citroencarclub.org uk) and West Kingsdown Llbrary
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Rare '64 Safari, one of a
handful of Slough-built
survivors. Who needs an
ugly modern MPV when
the elegant Citroen seats
seven? Familiale had third
row, Early car has three-
bearing I 91 1 cc motor.
Lucas lights on UK car

The ea car
runlate

There are people who were promised drives in
Richard Bremner's 1957 DS19 - batt leship grey and
one of the first 30,000 off the line - over a decade
ago. l t  is probably the UKs best-documented rebui ld
saga that has consumed 1 4 years of the Autocar
executive editors life and no small amount of his
cash. lf ever there was a restoration experience that
could put you off a DS for ever, thls is it.

"l wanted an early one because it was the original
idea and the purest," says Bremner. "The red-fluid
cars are reputedly the best-riding cars ever made,
but I can't speak from experience because l've only
driven it '1 O yards. Even at that stage, with a few
parts, I  worked out ld have spent €1.3m per mile.

? DS restorer pointed me in the direction of the
car which I went to see while on holiday in France in
1990. l t  was amazingly original but wouldn't  run."

Bremner embarked on a decade-long struggle in
which the car came tantal isingly close to being
finished on several occasions, only to fall at the final
hurdle as deadline after deadline was broken: "l don't
want to rubbish the guys who started restoring the
car, but they deserve it. I made the mistake of saying'fit it in between jobs'. lt gradually got to the point
were it was thoroughly dismembered and I thought I
would just sell it for parts."

Then, five years ago, a guy called James who
painted Cobras for AC, persuaded Bremner that hed
like to restore it - from scratch: "James did a brilliant
job on the body, but he subcontracted a lot of work
to a guy whose indolence is beyond belief. He has had
some unfortunate problems, some self-inflicted... but
hes bri l l iant with the cars, especial ly hydraul ics. He is
good - l just wish hed get on with i t !"

Then the car became hard to start. due to a
camshaft problem: "No cams are available for early
DSs so we had to use one from an early-'60s car
which caused t iming problems, so we had to have
something machined. When he put l t  back together
one of the original cyl inder-head bolts sheared at the
block face; to get it out it had to be spark eroded."

The DS was supposed to be ready for his wedding
in 2001: " l  heard i t  run in the morning over the
phone... but there was no way the car was coming."

"l've got to ring him tomoTrow," says Bremner wlth
a note of tired resignation, "he may have put the
engine back in yet I  doubt i f  anything has happened.
It s nearly finished... but it s always nearly finished."

One of the few glorious moments of ownership
was buying mint doortr im for €1OO at a DS meet at
Le Mans and finding an uncorroded fluid reservoir for
a'57 car: " l  st i l l  don't  know if  t ' l l  l ike i t  -  and my wife
will probably feel sick in it - but for the 5Oth
anniversary l'm determined l'm going on the drive-
past down the Champs-Elysdes with i t  in October."

rly
t h at's

ffi#wffi#$ ffiH##ffiffis
The DS seems an
unlikely competition
car but its long-travel
suspension made it
ideal for use on rough
endurance events - it
did well  in the Spa-
Sofia-Lidge - oT even
tightel more slippery
classics such as the
Monte Carlo Rally.
Some drivers even
preferred the hydraulic
gearchange, claiming it was quicker. The DS won
the Monte three t imes: f i rst in 1959 in the
hands of Paul Coltel loni ( in an lD19), in '66 after
the Minis were disquali f ied (a DS21 driven by
Pauli  Toivonen, father of Henri) and aqain in '67.

The car s greatest year in Europe was probably
1963 when f ive Ds featured in the top 1O of
the Monte and gained wins in the Rallye Lyon,
Spa-Sofia-Lidge, Routes du Nord, Tour de Corse
and Rallye de Mont Blanc. The DS proved its
durability in Africa when, out of 16 finishers in
an 85-car event, five were Citrodns. ln 1 969,
Neyret and Terramorsi won the Rallye du Maroc
in a special two-door DS, a trlck they repeated
the year after. Photo shows '70 World Cup Rally.

The cart competition involvement - despite
the arrival of the apparently more suitable SM -
would last unti l  the end of production in 1975.
A DS came fourth overall and first in the touring
class in the Rallye du Maroc in its swansong year.
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