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DESIR

The DecapolabJe is a goddess

Study the DS Ddcapotab/e's detectable unes. So
gracefLJ, so fussless, so French ln a lew easy

swoops Chapron transated the quirky sprl ofthe
iconoclastic DS saloon nto its lltimate rend tior r

a heavenly embodiment of Parisan chic and flar.

Heaveny is an apt descrpton for the OS, and
one,,\rhch ddn l escape Ctroens marketeers
Inita ; ine DS lesic. crolect y/as kno?/n as !,cD
\vaiure de gta..je .jitli)stc. a. aar for rfe .rass

market l. Pr:::i-a:: . e.: a:l-r .,.:- : I .:-
d;ts r 'a..b.t "-' .. t : :: :

an S lO. Spec,a - -::.-_
crossfow cylnder head a. i,, :: j: :a:,-: :

As a'r acrony-t DS L. - -.: I r-
for goddess or deity. i was lii.r .:' : ::- .-:- -
'o55, aopeared to oetor goa .- ::::
floatad ce e5_ a r d' ross sd.dge i-: ::-

Naturaly Citroen retained this cor,.ar:-i
codename ior production, and even conttnL,eo (te
D seres confguration and acronym c therne ,//nen

thf)'f'eape 10. OreLn dli, D,rolea. -ea1rg o6d

or nnovatton) was introduced,







I

The D6capolab e r'vas conceived by geniuses

Droo ng overthe Ddcapolabe's dreamy lnes, t's easy to lorget that ths

drophead is based on an astonshlngly bod desgn Long before Henr

Chapron's ads1ry spnfkecl grace nto the body. the andrnark DS saloon

had been fash oned by the f nest most or g nal alltomotjve thrnkers

Foremost n ts creaton was Perre Ju es Bouanger an archiiect

tLrrned ndustria|sl whose vson not only rethought lhe fagship Tract on

Avant into that ep tome of functiona iutursm, the DS. but also a d down

pans ior Crtroens 2CV and H van creatng probablythe n-rost origina

f eet of afy post war manulacturer

The hydro pneumalc sel evel ng suspension inspired by France's

notor oLrs y rough roads was the bra nch ld of Paul 'The Professoi

lvlagds, a rad ca th nker !\r th none of ihe engineer]ng quallications his

n cknarne mp ied. He faanous y cla med thai a formal train ng wo! d

have vetoed hs deas. because ony a ioolwoud have set about sucr)

an aTtDIoL_ts scnerne.

The th rd prctagonst was chassls eng neerAndr6 Lefebvre, who

a ready had 20 years experlence of front-wheel drive innovation w th the

Traction Avant, Beg nning h s career in the Twentes, Lelebvre was one

ofthe lirst to dentrythe chasss and aerodynam cs as a way to enrlance

performance wh le others were smply ftting ever bigger eng nes lt was

h s experence thai ensured the DS drove wlth unheard of coanfort and

efflc ency a standard ol ride sti I apprec ated and adan red loday
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The lela:-'.: , , an idea that nearly didnt happen

Wth the lash cr ,- : r : .:::::::^3sssstartngtowanentheateFijtes
Henr Chaprcn.' :: : : . . - a I io pract se h s aar ncreas ng y cjfficu t
to corne bJ,r Ih: I : . -::".:.atechasssandspaceagetechnology
Inusl fave ce:- : :: : : -

Chapron as.:t - - . :. ' . tl. a seres ot DS chasss ftted r/r'fth only
tlre ironta pana s '- : - : I .:r:f refLrsed - rt had conslclered its own
converibeDSp.::: . - - .::hadntrnadetpasithedravr'ngboard

and t vr'asn t {e9- : :: .- r -r : tgeance ventltre.

At lirst Chac'. r: : :: ::_..Dete DS saioons to cut Llp and reDocly,
r/ncnnraoet.e::_ a: : . -,a:-sve But h|sfirst cars, unveiecJ atthe
1 958 Par s Sa c. :: : : : - : :.--..::,oe.rwasiorcedtoreconsderts
decsof By Ig6a a :: . i :-r ::r : :rnrrrssion to bLrid factoryconversons
aOngSale nS Cfrn:!: : ::: :

N/cr lO0O


