The DS19 caused a sensation when it was unveiled in 1955,

M

described as ‘the most interesting design to go into production
anywhere in the world’

The

sensation

of the 1955

Paris Motor Show

arking back to the mud-"50s, and reflecung on the
offernings presented by most car manufacrurers, we
find verv little 1in the way of imaginauve thinking.
F] Holdens ruled the Australian roads, orthodox Chevrolets
and Fords did so in the US, and the Morns Oxford and
Austun Cambrnidge represented Britain's conservatism. It
was the French who caused a sensation in 1955 at the Pans
Motor Show or Salon
Two brand new models were announced: the highly
convenuonal Peugeot 403, and the highly
unconventional Citroen DS19
Perhaps these two cars highlight the
French automouve scene during
the mid-part of this century
Peugeot was one of the
earliest ploneers,
having started
bicycle

production in 1886, and producing their first expenmental
car 1n 1889, From then on, their cars were usually
made, durable and generally stvlish

There were some unusually stvled cars dunng
headlights hidden behind waterfall grilles, and Pe
claim they built the first retractable hard-top converuble
1936 — long before Ford’s efforts

in 1957.
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st basnons of conservatism, as  flirted with rear engines dunng the 6Us, before gomng front
3, 404 and 504 wheel-drive. Panhard made extrer rapid flat twins

thy, f , with strong  dunng the *50s, but this nnovative compan
1s point. While Austrahians dunng the '50s by Citroen and died dunng the "6Us

vas swallowed

wWort

have become used to a diet of Holden, Falcon  Citroen always enjoved a reputation for bemg mnnovanve
¢ 2(

itside the square

had already

on wnedis L t

ugeot marched to a shghtly different drum The brilhiant "garden sh
ings on the 203 and 403, and shown Citroen’s capability of thinking «

ransverse  ront

ndependent rear suspensior
t

were features out  but the world really wasn’t quite ready tor the DS19s
tor our stunning departure from the norm

mdinons Not only was the stvhing outrageous, t

the oth wand, after vears of making In 1ts construction, as well

nal vehicles, decided alter the war 1o concentrate hvdraulic system 1or the susp
starting with the 4CV (or 750 and gear change. The car was
With wdent suspension  conceplion, and with the g

ring and unitary  four vears later, never
[ Renau manufacrurer made such a courageous step 1 Ut SO mant

lowed swit, with the Dauphine, 8 and 1) 1in succession, advanced 1deas inte one car

o1 the past

to the early "70s. In 1961, however, Andre Cutroen formed his company in

The DS19 was
characterised by

'eiy Ortnodox

i, a more sophisucated early products were relat

for his first revolutionary car. the Tracuo

path in 1934, It was the first successful front-wheel-drive car the  outrageous styling
world had seen: p had as Cord. and inpovation

I SuCCess
More French cleverness
Other French manufacturers of MDI‘IDCUQUE,
the 1050s and "60s pneumatics ...
included Simca, firstly It was also novel in thart
making Fiats under 1t used a monocoque body
licence before and independent ftront
producing their suspension, but financial
conventional woes forced the company
Aronde. They into bankruptcy. with the
result that the Michelin Tyre
company control. Citroén
himself died in
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Smooth and
aerodynamic lines
were well ahead of
the time
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months for the first 1000 units. The worst of the teething
roubles were roned out within a couple of vears. Demand
was certainly there — within an hour of the Salon being
open, 700 were ordered, and by the end of the first day
12,000 were on the books an astonishing

orders
chievement
For those who were daunted by the DS’s complexity, a
simpler version, the D, was announced a year later and
although this shared basic principles with the DS, the
hvdraulics only worked the suspension
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High sales
Orther specifications were not as generous, but the lower
sales. A wagon version, the
1950,

price reflected much higher
Safar1 was added to the range n
luxurious saloon, the Pallas was announced in 1964
Catering to French government mimsters, the DS Prestige
was the top of the line. A new over-square engine of 1985cc
was announced along with a new gearbox in 1965, along
with the larger capacity 2175¢cc DS21

Throughout the - was subtly changed, but the
biggest change came in 1967 when the front hghts were

and a more

6lls, the

streamlined inro the wings

Paired lights were mounted behind glass panels, giving a
h appearance. The mnner lights were attached to the
ering, so the way ahead was It following the line of the
d. Enthusiasts are divided as to which style looks better,

but the post '67 cars looked as modemn as the already twelve

vear-old design was when new 1n 1955

Sales of the Ds had climbed steadily after the slow start, the
million mark was passed in September 1969, and the best
cear was 1970, when over 103,000 rolled off the line. For

he right-hand-drive markets, the car was assembled at
oén’s Slough factory in England. There were subtle
erences in anglicised cars, and a total of 8867 Ds and IDs

were produced. Australian assembly was also undertaken
berween 1961 and 1966, and about 1400 came off the West
Heidelberg line in Melbourne. All in all, it is thought about
4500 1D and DS models were sold here

In competition

The DS and IDs were successful in rallying, perhaps the
greatest victory being first in the 1974 World Cup Rally
from London to Munich driven by an Australian team
Burt for an accident at the last stage of the 1968 London-
Sydney Marathon, a DS would have taken first line
honours here :
French coach-building companies were not slow in
producing cabriolet versions, the most striking being that of
Henri Chapron. Electronic fuel injection was offered as an
option for the DS21 from 1969, giving the car a top speed
of 117 mph. Towards the end of the car’s life, the engine
was enlarged 1o 2347cc, giving us the DS23, w huch replaced
the Ds21

After nearly 20 vears, production of the DS came to an end
in June 1975 with a total of 1,330,755 made. Its worthy
successor, the CX. ran for another 16 vears, but it is the DS
which was the most outstanding Citroén — and therefore
French — car for its ume

The name ‘DS’
stems from the
rather
agricuitural
engine type of
engine; D being
the series and §
for the special
hemi-designed
head




